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Literary Elements 

Instructions: As you read, you will certainly come across these elements—some multiple times. Keep track of specific examples and think critically about their significance in Great Expectations. What effect was Dickens going for by incorporating all of these literary devices?
I WILL COLLECT THIS HANDOUT.

	ELEMENT
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLES FROM GE
	OVERALL EFFECT or SIGNIFICANCE in GE

	Bildungsroman


	A “coming of age” novel; a novel of education
	-The title of the novel

-“That was a memorable day for me, for it made great changes in me…Pause, you who read this, and think for a moment of the long chain of iron or gold, of throngs or flowers, that would never have bound you, but for the formation of the first link on one memorable day.” Quote on P. 75
	Great Expectations follows Pip from childhood to adulthood; it reveals him develop spiritually and emotionally as he goes through three stages of expectations. 

	Structure


	The sequence of events
	
	

	Objective Correlative



	A specialized kind of symbolism where external nature reflects the inner nature of a character’s emotions
	
	

	Conflict


	Problems that arise, either between characters (external) or within a character’s mind (internal)
	
	

	Symbolism


	When something (often an object) has a deeper meaning
	
	

	Theme


	An overall message or central idea that can be applied to our lives today


	
	

	Climax
	Emotional peak
	
	

	Characterization

(direct/indirect)
	The way the author informs the reader about a character

Indirect:

Direct: 
	
	

	Imagery


	Descriptive language that provokes images in the reader’s mind; appeals to the senses 
	
	

	Foreshadowing


	Clues or hints that suggest events in the future
	
	

	Simile


	A comparison of two unlike things using like or as


	
	

	Metaphor


	A comparison of two unlike things without using like or as (or similar to)


	
	

	Alliteration


	Repeated consonant sounds
	
	

	Allusion


	A reference to an outside work


	
	

	Situational Irony
	When something the opposite of what’s expected happens 


	
	


