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I. Introduction

a. It all began with a short story in 1962.

b. At age 30, Toni Morrison wrote her first story while an instructor at Howard University (Samuels).

c. The story was about a young Africa-American girl who longed for blue eyes (Samuels).

d. Five years, one divorce, a career switch, and one baby later, she pulled the short story back out and developed it into her first novel, The Bluest Eye  (David).

e. THESIS STATEMENT: For someone who never planned to be a writer, Toni Morrison is now the Pulitzer and Nobel Prize winning author of fiction that reflects her education, cultural past, and life’s experiences. 
II. Argument One: Morrison’s Life/Education Before She Became a Writer
a. Morrison had a relatively late start to her writing career; The Bluest Eye was not published until 1970, when she was 39 (Samuels).

b. Growing up, she was a voracious reader who found herself engrossed in the works of Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Jane Austen. These writers influenced her narrative style (David). 

c. She was not allowed to study other African-American writers such as Langston Hughes; she had to pursue her African-American heritage separately (David). 

d. She began to write after she divorced from her husband, Harold Morrison, a Jamaican architect to help herself emerge from depression. She had two boys with him who lived with her after her divorce (Samuels).

III. Argument Two: Cultural Past/Life Experiences that Influenced Her Writing 
a. “As a child, I was brought up on ghost stories.” (Morrison qtd. In Taylor-Guthrie). 

i. Morrison’s grandparents on her mother’s side told her ghost stories and kept a dream book when she was growing up (Taylor-Guthrie).

ii. This influence can be seen in many of her works when she uses elements of magic and unexplained phenomena. 

b. Also apparent in her work is her family’s history of struggle. 
i. Her grandfather was an ex-slave who lost 88 acres of land to a white man (Davis); her father was racist while her mother was an integrationist (Samuels).

ii. Her diverse family perspectives provided Morrison with a racial context and appreciation for community and family values in her writing (Collins).


IV. Argument Three: Awards and Accolades As a Writer
a. Morrison became a teacher prior to becoming a writer, probably due to her family’s use of oral history. 

i. She has had the honor of being an instructor at Yale, Bard College, Princeton, Texas Southern University, and Howard University (Davis).

b. She won the Pulitzer Prize in 1988 for her novel, Beloved, which was published in 1987 (Library of Congress).
c. In 1993, she won the Nobel Prize in Literature for her works, which included an $825,000 cash award (Library of Congress). 

d. She was also the winner of the Library of Congress' "Living Legend" award in April of 2000 (Library of Congress). 
e. At age 77, she continues to write prolifically; her most recent novel was A Mercy, published in 2008 (Library of Congress).
V. Conclusion

a. Restatement of Thesis: Informed by her education, intrigued by history, and inspired by folklore, Morrison’s family and life experiences can be found embedded in all of her novels.

b. With all of her awards and accomplishments, she has earned herself a coveted spot in the literary canon among those writers whom she used to peruse as a young girl. 

c. “Writing became a way to become coherent in the world,” and although she discovered it late in life, writing has become the one thing Toni Morrison has “no intention of living without” (Morrison qtd. in Samuels 7). 

.
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