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Welcome to Newspaper Journalism!  Your decision to engage in this zero-period elective shows me that you are already near the “top of your game” as students, writers and thinkers.  The journalism curriculum is designed for those who love to read, write and think; if you have a hearty appetite for such things, we’re all in for a feast.

Whether this is your second year at Northwest or your fourth, I know that you will be ready you to scale new heights this year.  You’ll get more independence – which will make this class more difficult but exponentially more fun.  Also, unlike your required English class, this course allows you to experience photography, design, editing, and business in real world terms. It is an environment that welcomes visionary thinkers, writers and risk takers. That’s the beauty of journalism: every day is an opportunity to do a little better. Newspaper is a combination of hard work, integrity and commitment-- so make it happen!

Course Objectives_________________________________________

The course will require a strong time commitment, including some after-school deadline crunches, out-of-school time for news coverage, ad selling/fundraising and publication distribution. We will all work smart, though, and celebrate our successes.


Students in this course do all the work for publication of each issue of the paper, which has an aggressive proposed distribution schedule (six issues), during the school year. 

In addition, I hope this course will help you to…

· Write effectively for a variety of audiences, purposes, and occasions.

· Develop speaking, listening, viewing and critical thinking skills. 

· Use current technology to enhance learning. 

· Produce quality, award-winning issues of Northwest Horizons. 

Class expectations
_________________________________________
1. DON’T BE LATE. Although this class meets zero period and you may feel sluggish in the morning, we will need every minute of our time together. Therefore, be ready to go when the bell rings. I will abide by the school’s tardy policy; after your second tardy, you will be given ASD. If the tardies continue, I will refer you to the appropriate administrator.
2. ATTENDANCE: Just because this is a zero period does not mean it is acceptable for you to “sleep in” and then attend the rest of the day’s classes. If you arrive to school late without an appropriate excused note, I will write you up for skipping.
3. Respect all around.  Caring and consideration for others will be central to our class environment in every direction – from teacher to student, student to student, and student to teacher.  I will require this because it is essential in building an environment in which we feel safe to learn, speak honestly and be ourselves.

4. You must contribute to ALL ASPECTS of the class. While you may have joined the class because you like to write or because you’re an excellent artist, I will still expect you to sell ads, fundraise and do other odd jobs. While there will be downtime, this class is not for the lazy, so be prepared to work!
5. Also, while individual work is necessary, working as a team member is essential. I do not tolerate gossiping or negative attitudes of any kind. We are a family in Room 102, and I expect everyone to be supportive and energetic of each other’s endeavors. 

SUpplies________________________________________________________

You will need to the following items for this class: 

· A reporter’s notebook to take notes in interviews (I will give you your first one)
· A USB flash drive (for transporting articles and images between computers) 

· $10 T-Shirt fee 

· Recommended, but not required: Your own copy of the Associated Press Style Book. Most professional newspapers adhere to this style book when determining correct spelling, grammar, abbreviation and capitalization. 

· Recommended, but not required: A small, hand-held recording device for interviews.
Reporting And Writing______________________________________

It should go without saying that you like to write or else you would not have signed up for this class!  However, writing is only a part of journalism; reporting (the gathering of information through interviews, research, observation, etc.) is just as important.  For high school students, reporting is often more challenging than writing because it involves dealing with unfamiliar people. Nonetheless, to write a good story, one must have good information; reporting is how one gets that information.

Reporting is a learned skill.  The more you do it, the better you will become.  Some journalists have the bad habit of getting just enough information to “float” a story.  Avoid that.  Get far more information than you need.  The more information you have, the better you will understand what you’re covering.  Ask lots of questions and keep an ear out for good quotations.  At a minimum, include three quality quotations in a story. 

Tips on Article Writing (more will be forthcoming): A typical story should be about 500 words long.  Keep most of your sentences fairly short, but throw in a few long ones for variety.  Unlike your regular English class, most journalistic paragraphs are two to three sentences long (to fit the columns).  Often an appropriate quote is the best ending to an article.

Plagiarism will be dealt with severely, as will any falsified material (e.g. “made up” quotes from interviews that never occurred).  

Truth is our highest goal.

GRADES_________________________________________________________

The grading system in this class is different from any other you will likely encounter in high school. You will not receive grades for individual articles and other assignments, although you will get lots of feedback. You are simply expected to complete the work assigned and fully participate in all aspects of the class (see below). If you do, you will receive an “A” for the quarter. If I notice that you are not performing like an “A” student, I will tell you. 
Deadlines: Meeting deadlines is SO crucial for any publication to function. If you miss a deadline, you inconvenience me and all the editors and you jeopardize the timely layout of the issue.  
**If you miss a deadline for first, second or final drafts (this means saving on the computer) without notifying me AND one of the editors in chief at least one day in advance, your quarter grade will drop by one letter. A second missed deadline will drop you another letter grade, and so on. 
**If you are absent on the day of a deadline, I will expect an email with your attached article that day unless you have spoken to me prior. 
Participation: which includes maintaining a team-spirit attitude, willingness to help with auxiliary tasks, dedication to fundraising/ad selling, attendance to any extra events, help with copy-editing, distribution, etc. 

· Part of your participation grade will be wearing your T-shirt every Distribution Day (i.e., six times this year). I will give you one “Oops! I forgot,” but otherwise, wearing your shirt on D-Day is for a grade. 

Editors: In addition to the above, I will be grading on timeliness and quality of your layout, website updating and successful cooperation with staff writers. 


Selling Ads and fundraising________________________________
As many of you know, Northwest Horizons is an expensive enterprise not funded by the school. Therefore, it is imperative that we successfully sell ads, fundraise and network with influential people as much as we can on behalf of our paper. Out-of-class time will be required on your part to ensure as many successful sales as possible.

More information will be forthcoming on how to create and sell ads, as well as possible fundraisers we can do throughout the year to improve our bottom line. 

parent/student contract ___________________________________

I am very excited to have your child in Newspaper Journalism. Your child will gain skills in interviewing, advertising, features, sports and news writing, photography, newspaper design and editing throughout this course. This class is very hands-on and rigorous; we will produce six full-color issues of Northwest Horizons throughout the course of the year.

While this course is extremely rewarding and offers your child a wide variety of skills, MEETING DEADLINES, SELLING ADS, and MAINTAINING A TEAM ATTITUDE are absolutely necessary. 

Editors and staff members must be able to answer yes to each of the following expectations. If he/she cannot, then I strongly recommend that your child chooses a different elective. 

THIS CLASS WILL NOT BE AN EASY “A.”

The Contract: 


· Student name will make Northwest Horizons one of his/her highest priorities in the 2011-2012 school year.
· Student name will work after school, on teacher workdays and on weekends if that is what it takes to meet deadlines. 
· Student name will work hard at learning all aspects of newspaper publication.
· Student name will cover events or complete tasks related to the newspaper that may require work off school grounds. It is the student’s responsibility (and/or his/her parents’ or guardians’ responsibility) to provide transportation. By signing this contract, the parent/guardian and student agrees not to hold Guilford County Schools and any of its employees responsible for accidents or injuries.
· Student name will help with the financial commitment of selling ads and fundraising. THIS IS KEY! If you do not feel comfortable with this requirement, please contact me ASAP.
· Student name will be responsible for computer equipment, cameras, and other materials. This includes being accountable if anything is lost, stolen or misused.
· Student name understands that failure to fulfill duties and obligations as outlined above may result in a failing grade and/or removal from the class. 
Parent Signature: __________________________________
Parent Email: _____________________________________
Date: _______________________

Student Signature: _________________________________

 Date: _______________________

 “Journalism is the first rough draft of history.”

Donald Graham, Chairman of the Washington Post
Are you ready to become a part of Northwest’s history?

Newspaper Journalism   


 Mrs. Huynh-Duc Rm. 102


Email: huynhdm@gcsnc.com 


Phone Number: 605-3300, ext. 4102








